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THE F IRST MASS



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  T H E  M A S ST H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  T H E  M A S S

THE REAL SACRIF ICE



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  T H E  M A S ST H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  T H E  M A S S

THE REAL PRESENCE



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  T H E  M A S ST H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  T H E  M A S S

EFFECTS OF HOLY COMMUNION



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

THE REAL PRESENCE AND JOHN CH.  6



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

WHAT IS  IT?

TRANSUBSTANTIATION



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

ONTOLOGY
The study of the nature of existence

ARISTOTLE

ARISTOTLE’S  PRE-SCIENTIF IC  ONTOLOGY

ONTOLOGY

SUBSTANCE

ACCIDENT

What something is

What it looks like



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

ONTOLOGY
The study of the nature of existence

ARISTOTLE

ARISTOTLE’S  PRE-SCIENTIF IC  ONTOLOGY

SUBSTANCE

ACCIDENT

A plastic ball

Red



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

ONTOLOGY
The study of the nature of existence

ARISTOTLE

ARISTOTLE’S  PRE-SCIENTIF IC  ONTOLOGY

IN REALITY
All this is made
of and how it is
made causes it
to look like if does



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

ONTOLOGY
The study of the nature of existence

ARISTOTLE

ARISTOTLE’S  PRE-SCIENTIF IC  ONTOLOGY

SUBSTANCE

ACCIDENT

This could change

Without affecting this
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ONTOLOGY
The study of the nature of existence

ARISTOTLE

ARISTOTLE’S  PRE-SCIENTIF IC  ONTOLOGY

SUBSTANCE

ACCIDENT

The miracle of
transubstantiation

Could leave this unaffected
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ONTOLOGY
The study of the nature of existence

ARISTOTLE

ARISTOTLE’S  PRE-SCIENTIF IC  ONTOLOGY



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

TRANSUBSTANTIATION

No biblical miracles deceive the senses

Supernatural ≠ mystical

Jesus often used figurative language about himself

Jesus didn’t eat his own body

Christian practice does not involve cannibalism

If no change occurs, idolatry does



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

THE REAL SACRIF ICE

Transubstantiation requires a continual sacrifice

Jesus indicated it was only a memorial

Christ said his work was finished

An “unbloody sacrifice” is not biblical

God’s anger against sin has been satisfied 

NT churches do not have altars’



T H E  M A S S  I N  R C C :  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K

How do you reconcile the decision of the Jerusalem Council in Acts 
15:19-21 with the Real Presence of Christ in the Mass?

Why is this Jesus’ only figurative self-description taken literally?

Did you know that after the Incarnation, Christ appears as being 
physically present in only one location at a time?

Since the Bible says Jesus’ return to the earth will be identical to his 
ascension in Acts 1,how do we explain his continual presence on altars 
around the world for 2000 years?

Doesn’t Catholicism with its priests and sacrifices more resemble 
Judaism than the early church?

How do you reconcile Hebrews 9:25-29 with the concept of the 
continual sacrifice of the Mass?
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T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

God decided to prepare a mother 
for his Son

God decided to preserve Mary 
from the defilement sin

In 1854, Pope Pius IX declared 
Mary’s Immaculate Conception

Mary was fully redeemed at the 
moment of her conception

She was immune from all sin -
both personal and inherited



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

MOTHER OF GOD

Jesus is God. Mary is the mother of 
Jesus. Therefore, Mary is the mother of 
God.

“Theotokos” was formally sanctioned 
at the Council of Ephesus (AD 431)

“As the Mother of God, Mary 
transcends in dignity all created 
persons, angels and men” (Ludwig Ott)

Elizabeth addresses her as “mother of 
my Lord” (Luke 1:43)



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

PERPETUAL V IRGIN



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

Pope Benedict XV (1914-1922)

Mary suffered and, as it were, nearly died 
with her suffering Son . . . and as far as it 
depended on her, offered her Son to 
placate divine justice; so we may well say 
that she with Christ redeemed mankind.

CO -REDEEMER



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

CO -REDEEMER

Vatican II

The Fathers see Mary not merely as passively 
engaged by God, but as freely cooperating in 
the work of man’s salvation through faith and 
obedience.”

For as St. Iraneaus says, she “being obedient, 
became the cause of salvation for herself and 
for the whole human race.”

Comparing Mary with Eve, they call her 
“Mother of the living,” and frequently claim: 
“death through Eve, life through Mary.”



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

Pope Pius XII (1939-1958)

The Blessed Virgin Mary is to be called 
Queen of Heaven not only on account of 
her divine motherhood but also because 
by the will of God she had a great part in 
the work of our salvation

Just as Christ, because he redeemed us, 
is by a special title our King and Lord, so 
too is Blessed Mary our Queen and 
Mistress, because of the unique way she 
cooperated in our redemption

QUEEN OF HEAVEN



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

OUR LADY OF .  .  .

G u a d a l u p e

M t .  C A R M E L

F A T I M A

L O U R D E S



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y

Pope Pius IX (1846-1878)
Since she stands at the right hand of Jesus Christ . . . 
she presents our petitions in a most efficacious 
manner. What she asks she obtains.”

Pope Pius X (1903 - 1914)
Mary is the most powerful mediatrix and advocate of 
the whole world with her Divine Son.

Ludwig Ott
According to God’s positive ordinance, the 
redemptive grace of Christ is conferred on nobody 
without the actual intercessory cooperation of Mary.

MARY’S  INTERCESSION



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

MARY AS  THE FEMALE COUNTERPART TO JESUS

Jesus is the King, Mary is the Queen

God is the Father of mankind, Mary is the Mother of mankind

Jesus is the stern Judge, Mary is the compassionate advocate

Jesus is the Redeemer, Mary is the Co-Redeemer

Jesus is the 2nd Adam, Mary is the 2nd Eve

Jesus is the source of grace, Mary is the channel of all grace

Jesus is a perpetual virgin, Mary is a perpetual virgin



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

Jesus lived a sinless life, Mary lived a sinless life

Jesus suffered and died, Mary suffered and almost died

Jesus sacrificed himself, Mary sacrificed Jesus

Jesus arose and ascended into heaven, Mary may or may not have died 
and was assumed into heaven

Jesus sits at the right hand of the Father, Mary sits at the right hand of 
Jesus

Conclusion: The doctrine of Mary is one of the most highly 
developed and most important in Catholicism, yet it is one of the 
least supported by Scripture

MARY AS  THE FEMALE COUNTERPART TO JESUS



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

Exclusively based on tradition and theological speculation

Scripturally based on only one verse (Luke 1:28)

No indication that Mary was sinless (cf. Rom 3:10-12, Rom 3:23, 
Rom 5:12)

No indication that anyone is saved apart from faith (John 3:18, 
Acts 16:31)



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Scripture never uses this term - only “Mother of Jesus”

Theological speculation combined with logical deductions seldom yield 
Biblical truth (consider double predestination)

The term is misleading and confusing

Mary contributed to Jesus’ human nature - but nothing to the divine 
nature - so the term “Mother of God” serves no meaningful purpose

The doctrine of the Incarnation does nothing to exalt Mary - anymore 
than the doctrine of salvation by grace through faith exalts the sinner -
it is a sovereign, independent gracious act of God - preconditioned 
upon nothing



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

MARY’S  PERPETUAL VIRGINITY

Matthew 1:24-25 implies she had children after Jesus was born

John 2:12

Matthew 12:46, Mark 3:31, Luke 8:19

Matthew 13:55-56, Mark 3:3,4

Acts 1:14

ἀδελφός doesn’t require “cousin” - but implies same parentage apart 
from contextual clues to the contrary

There is another word for “cousin” that Paul uses (Col 4:10)



T H E  D O C T R I N E  O F  M A R Y :  A  B I B L I C A L  R E S P O N S E

MARY AS  CO -REDEEMER

A clear contradiction between Scripture and Tradition

Mary may have suffered from loss and out of love and compassion -
but not for sin

Though Christ suffered because of our transgressions (Isaiah 53) - it is 
through his death, not his suffering, that we are redeemed

Even if Mary had died in her suffering, her death could not have been 
redemptive (Psalm 49:7,8)

It was only because Jesus was God that his death had infinite value in 
expiating the sins of all mankind



M A R I O L O G Y  I N  R C C :  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K

Why did Jesus never mention that salvation and grace came through 
his mother also?

If Peter was the first pope, and given that so many popes wrote so 
many things about the person and work of Mary, why does he say 
nothing about her at all?

Since there is a Greek word for cousin, knowing the controversy that 
would arise concerning Jesus’ brothers and Mary’s perpetual virginity, 
why did the Holy Spirit not direct the human authors to use that term?

If the Immaculate Conception and its results are so foundational in 
Catholic theology today, why is Scripture silent about this?

Mary would certainly have died before many of the apostles, so why is 
her assumption into heaven never mentioned?



M A R I O L O G Y  I N  R C C :  Q U E S T I O N S  T O  A S K

If Mary was so instrumental in the spread of the Gospel why is she 
never mentioned in Acts after chapter 1?

Why are there no records of Mary appearing anyone in the NT?

If Mary is the Queen of Heaven, why is she never seen in John’s visions 
of heaven in Revelation (it can’t be Mary in Rev. 12)



E F F E C T I V E  M i n i s t r y  t o

Develop personal relationships

People are not “projects”

Don’t assume all Catholics believe the same thing

Be knowledgeable, yet humble

Capitalize on areas of agreement

Define your terms, but avoid debates



E F F E C T I V E  M i n i s t r y  t o

Encourage an examination of beliefs

Ask leading questions

Be kind and patient – don’t give up

They may initially become “better” Catholics

Evangelism and discipleship are not the same thing

Understand that family conflicts may develop




